
English Department Policy 

 

English Department policy, which was ratified at our January meeting. It goes into effect 

in Spring I. 
 

In all English department courses, students can be absent without penalty for no more 

than two weeks’ worth of class time during session I, and one week’s worth of class 

time during session II. Absences begin to be counted on the first day of class, regardless 

of when you registered.  

This means you can miss: 

• 6 hours in a 3-hour per week course 

• 8 hours in a 4-hour per week course 

• For ENA 101, which meets for 7 hours a week, students are limited to: 

• 8 hours of absence in the ENG 101 course and 6 hours of absence in the 

ENA 101 course.  

Students missing less than two weeks’ worth of class time will not be penalized for those 

absences. However, student engagement, which is part of the overall course grade, relies 

on in-class activities such as low-stakes writing assignments, peer review, and in-class 

high stakes essays. Some of these cannot be made up outside of class and may affect the 

engagement grade.  

Students who exceed the two-week limit may receive a lower course grade. After four 

weeks of absence, students can no longer pass the course.  

This policy applies equally across in-person, online-synchronous, hybrid and online-

asynchronous courses. For hybrid courses, which meet once a week in-person and have a 

weekly asynchronous activity, missing the weekly asynchronous activity counts as an 

absence. For online-asynchronous courses, your instructor's syllabus will explain how 

attendance will be counted. 

 


