Hybrid Vertebrate Evolution SCB-165
Vertebrate Life 10th edition by Pough, Janis and Heiser

Oxford ISBN 978160536075 (Hard Bound) 9781605357218 (eBook) suggested but not required
Lecture Syllabus

	Lecture
	Topic                                                               
	Chapter

	
	Introduction to Evolution and Origins of Vertebrates
	-

	Week I
	· Module 1: Evolution and Geological Time
	-

	
	· Module 2: Classification of Vertebrates
	1

	Week 2
	· Module 3: Early Vertebrates
	2

	
	· Module 4: Jawless Vertebrates and Evolution of Jawed Vertebrates
	3

	
	Evolution of Cartilaginous and Bony Fishes
	

	Week 3
	· Module 1: Living in Water
	4

	
	· Module 2: The Paleozoic
	5

	Week 4
	· Module 3: Cartilaginous fishes
	6, 7

	
	· Module 4: Bony fishes
	8, 9

	
	Exam 1; Evolution of Land Vertebrates
	

	Week 5
	· Module 1: Origin of Tetrapods
	10

	
	· Module 2: Amphibians
	11

	
	· Module 3: Living on Land
	12

	Week 6
	· Module 4: The Mesozoic
	13

	
	· Module 5: Synapsids and Sauropsids
	14

	
	Ectotherms
	

	Week 7
	· Module 1: Ectothermy
	15

	
	· Module 2: Turtles
	16

	Week 8
	· Module 3: Lepidosaurs
	17

	
	· Module 4: Crocodylians
	18

	
	Exam 2; Mesozoic Diapsids, Endothermy and the Evolution of Birds
	

	Week 9
	· Module 1: Mesozoic Diapsids
	19

	
	· Module 2: Endothermy
	20

	Week 10
	· Module 3: Evolution of Birds
	21

	
	· Module 4: Extant Birds
	22

	
	Presentations, Cenozoic, Mammals and Primate Evolution
	

	Week 11
	· Module 1: The Cenozoic
	23

	
	· Module 2: Evolution of Mammals
	24

	Week 12
	· Module 3: Mammals
	25

	
	· Module 4: Primate Evolution
	26

	1:00 PM Wednesday, December 15, 2021 Exam 3 covering Week 9-12


Meeting Days for Fall I 2021
All times are Wednesday 1:00-2:00 PM

Wednesday September 15 No Class
Week 1: Wednesday September 22 Discussion
Week 2: Wednesday September 29 Discussion
Week 3: Wednesday October 6 Discussion
Week 4: Wednesday October 13 Discussion
Week 5: Wednesday October 20 Exam 1
Week 6: Wednesday October 27 Discussion
Week 7: Wednesday November 3 Discussion
Week 8: Wednesday November 10 Discussion

Week 9: Wednesday November 17 Exam 2
Week 10: Wednesday November 24 Discussion
Week 11: Wednesday December 1 Presentations
Week 12: Wednesday December 8 Presentations
Wednesday December 15 Midterm Exam 3

Grading Procedures for Hybrid Vertebrate Evolution

The final grade for the Hybrid Vertebrate Evolution is determined from the average of 3 lecture exams (@20% each), Assignments (7.5%), Discussion Board (7.5%), In class participation (5%), a Research Paper (10%) and an oral presentation (10%). 





Midterm Exam 1


20.0%





Midterm Exam 2


20.0%





Midterm Exam 3 


20.0%





Quizzes and Assignments
  7.5%





Discussion Board Assignments  7.5%





Participation/Attendance
  
  5.0%





Research Paper


10.0%





Oral Presentation


10.0%







        
         100.0%

All exams are composed of 50 true and false questions to be answered in one hour.  
Make up exams will be short answer or essay.  No exceptions.  A make-up test is defined as an exam that is not taken with the class as a group at the scheduled time.  
Late students have a choice of completing the exam with the remaining amount of time or a make-up exam.

The assignments will have a specific due date with no late submissions.  

Weekly discussion board prompts have a specific due date with no late submissions.

Participation is important.  If you are late or absent you will not receive credit for the day.
Both the research paper and the oral presentation traditionally required a visit to the fourth floor of the Natural History Museum.  The AMNH has re-opened but I will reevaluate it as a requirement for the Fall I semester. Admission is pay what you want.  Another option is to go in small groups from the class.  The research paper and oral presentation topics must be unique to each other and to others in the class.  See the assignment handout for specific details.

Final Grade Determination

92.5-100 =  A
82.5-86.4 = B
72.5-76.4 = C
62.5-66.4 = D



89.5-92.4 = A-
79.5-82.4 = B-
69.5-72.4 = C-
59.5-62.4 = D-


86.5-89.4 = B+
76.5-79.4 = C+
66.5-69.4 = D+
0-59.4 = F
Modules.

The syllabus is divided into several topics of vertebrate evolution.  There are several modules under each topic that is assigned to each of the twelve weeks of the semester.  Each module will require you to read through a Powerpoint and complete a short quiz.  The quizzes can be taken as multiple times if you want to achieve a higher score.
Blackboard Discussion Assignments

On most Fridays there will be a discussion board prompt that will require you to answer a question in your own words.  It may include a picture or short paper to read.  Some may just ask for your opinion.  They will be due on the following Mondays at midnight.  They are not meant to take a long time to complete.
You should expect a discussion board prompt posted on the following Fridays: 9/10, 9/17, 9/24, 10/1, 10/8, 10/15, 10/22, 10/29, 11/5, 11/12, 11/18 and 12/3.  It is possible we may skip some of these dates.  There will be no assignment on Thanksgiving weekend.
Policy on Academic Integrity.
Vertebrate Evolution (SCB-165) will be conducted in compliance with La Guardia Community College and CUNY Academic Integrity Policy.  See the student handbook for more information.

If a student is suspected of academic misconduct or dishonesty (such as cheating, bribery or plagiarism) the instructor will complete the academic integrity complaint form which may result at minimum, a failure grade on the exam or assignment.  
Scientific World
· Identify and apply the fundamental concepts and methods of a discipline or interdisciplinary field exploring the scientific world, including, but not limited to: computer science, history of science, life and physical sciences, linguistics, logic, mathematics, psychology, statistics, and technology-related studies. 

· Demonstrate how tools of science, mathematics, technology, or formal analysis can be used to analyze problems and develop solutions. 

· Articulate and evaluate the empirical evidence supporting a scientific or formal theory. 

· Articulate and evaluate the impact of technologies and scientific discoveries on the contemporary world, such as issues of personal privacy, security, or ethical responsibilities. 

· Understand the scientific principles underlying matters of policy or public concern in which science plays a role.

