
Core Competency: Inquiry and Problem Solving 

 

Consider the following scenario: Imagine you are a parent with two children, aged 12 and 14, that like to 

watch baseball on television and would really love to see a live game. A friend calls to tell you that he 

has free tickets for you and your family to great seats at a Major League Baseball game later today that 

he has placed in “Will Call” at the stadium. The stadium is a three hour drive from your home; 

sometimes your kids act up during long drives like these. Right now, it’s a nice weekend morning, but 

the weatherman says that there is a 60% chance of rain during the game time. This could imply that you 

and your family might drive all the way to the stadium to find that the game is “rained out” and will not 

be played today, or it could mean that the game will still go on, but would be played, perhaps while its 

raining or with some rain delays.  

 

Question: Do you and our family take the drive to the stadium? 

 

Write a composition of about three or four paragraphs that give the reader your answer and the 

reasoning by which you came to your decision. Start with a brief description of the situation as you 

understand it. In your discussion, show that considered the factors mentioned above, plus any additional 

factors that you used to make your decision. For example, what do you think the “60% chance of rain” 

means? In your composition, tell whether you used any of the formal mathematical or analytical 

approaches to problem solving that you learned in your classes. Make sure to describe how you 

measured and compared the potential benefits and “costs” associated with either going to the game or 

staying home. (Hint: Look up the term “utility”. It provides a way to assign a number value on a 

situation, like missing out the game and learning that it didn’t rain.) 

You may provide a chart or a graph if it helps you with your discussion. In your conclusion, please say 

whether some different value for the “chance of rain” might have led you to make the opposite decision. 

Give that value.  

 

Your composition will be graded on the following factors: 

 Comprehension: You demonstrate an understanding of the situation and list the consequences of 

each alternative. 

 Analysis: You quantify the "costs" and benefits associated with the alternatives. You consider the 

probability of rain and describe its impact on your decision. Your conclusion provides the value 

requested. 

 Consistency: Your decision is the "best" alternative, based on your analysis. 

 Clarity: The composition is well written. 


