
 
 

 
 

The CUNY ESL Discipline Council 
 
 

 

Dear CUNY ESL Colleagues, 

 Some years ago, the CUNY ESL Council instituted the "Mel Baron CUNY ESL Essay Contest." 

Mel was a beloved ESL colleague from Kingsborough Community College who was always a strong 

activist on social justice issues and a strong voice speaking for the concerns of CUNY ESL programs, 

faculty, and students. The award was given to one or more essays written by ESL students matriculated at 

CUNY about a topic related to a social justice issue. The CUNY ESL Discipline Council has reinstituted 

this essay contest. We invite our CUNY ESL colleagues to submit (as email attachments) essays written by 

students in CUNY ESL classes (not including special ESL sections of freshman composition) either in the 

Fall 2012 or Spring 2013 semester.  

 Students should submit interesting, well-organized and well-developed essays to their ESL 

teacher. We would like students to include in their essay a discussion of their own thoughts, opinions, 

observations, or experiences related to the essay topic. The language should be clearly understandable with 

not too many errors in grammar. Essays should be typed, double spaced, 12 font, with 1 inch margins at the 

top, bottom and sides of the page. A few current issues that students might write about are Islamaphobia or 

another kind of discrimination (e.g., related to gender, sexual orientation, race, religion, ethnicity, or social 

class), greed and unequal distribution of wealth in a particular place, negative attitudes about immigration 

in a particular place, or difficulties related to the immigrant experience.  

 Teachers can submit either essays written for their class or a special essay written for the contest. 

They should specify if the student is in a low, intermediate, or high level class. Essays may be submitted 

during the Fall 2012 or the Spring 2013 semester, before March 15, 2013. The essays will be judged by a 

committee of ESL colleagues, and an award or awards of $100 will be given to the best or a few of the best 

essays. The student winners will be asked to read their essays at the last Spring 2013 meeting of the ESL 

Discipline Council. Please submit essays to Len Fox at lfox11215@aol.com. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Len Fox 

Co-Chair of the CUNY ESL Discipline Council 

 


